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dismissed as a remnant of vicious and ignorant tradition.
Education should be a process of an encounter with hidden
and encompassing ignorance that hides the sight of truth. It
must bless a person with a determination of unravelling the
hidden face of reality. The entire human life is an opport-
unity to break through the veils of unreality. If education
merely helps in caring for the body and forgetting the soul,
nothing substantial can be attained. Remember it, body is
not to be discarded. It is the temple of soul. But if one
worships merely the walls of a temple, and forgets the deity,
what enlightenment can be expected ? Sanctity of the body
is derived from the majestic presence of the soul. Knowledge
of the self implies giving due importance to the body. But
it forbids the tendency of giving over importance to the
physical objects. The trouble starts only when the material
things are given more importance than what they actually
deserve. Education should aim at the cultural development.

Venerable Sir, what is meant by cultural development ?

Veda Vyasa: Son, you must be acquainted with the term
culture. Culture stands for growth. To be more precise, it
stands for inner growth. Unfortunately at present the world
seems to confuse culture with the attainments of the physical
nature alone. For example, now the man has aeroplanes
moving faster than sound. Inventions of radio, television, and
various mechanical devices have given many advantages to
the mankind. Spatial distance has been destroyed, and fast
inter-communication has become possible. Inventions of
nuclear weapons have given such a deadly power to some
nations that the whole earth can be destroyed within no time.
Many drugs have been found out to cure many deadly diseases.
Man has been able to reach the distant moon. In fact there
are many wonderful inventions which have given mankind
new power, comfort, and sense of confidence. And all this
has been confused with culture.